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INTRODUCTION.

T N the spring of 1662 Charles II. entreated Parliament to grant him
I some money, and they granted him and his successors two shillings

yearly on every fire-hearth in England and Wales. The Act

which gave " Hearth Money '^ to the King, enacted that from and after

March 25th, 1662, every -dwelling house, lodgings and chambers within

the Inns of Court, Inns of Chancery, Colleges within England and

Wales and the town of Berwick upon Tweed, shall be chargeable with the

annual payment of two shillings for every fire-hearth and stove within

such house, etc., to be paid yearly; at Michaelmas and Lady Day in equal

proportions, the first payment to be made at the Feast of St. Michael the

Archangel, Mich., 1662. The only persons who were exempt from this

unpopular tax were the extreme poor, i.e., those inhabiting houses of a

value less than twenty shillings per annum, such persons being certified

by the Minister and Churchwardens, also those persons owning blowing

houses andstamp furnaces or kilns, or any private oven, and for the hearths

or stoves within Hospitals or Almshouses for the poor, whose net

amount of income did not exceed £100 per annum.

The Act was amended in 1663, and in the following year 1664

collectors were appointed by the King to collect the revenue, it having

been diecovered that the local constables, the first collectors, had been

slack in their duties. The King's collectors were empowered to inspect

dwellings and number the hearths with a view to detecting the numerous

cases of evasion. From the very first, and during its 27 years of

operation, the tax was much resented. It was so unpopular, being

hated and resisted by all classes, that WiUiam III., shortly after his

accession, sent a message to the House of Commons expressing his

willingness to have this obnoxious tax removed. Consequently in April,

1689, the Act was repealed, and the tax ceased to be collected on the

ground that it was oppressive to certain, classes, and an offensive and

distasteful form of imposition upon the public generally, who had to

submit to their houses being entered and searched at pleasure by

persons frequently unknown to them.





INTRODUCTION. 4

The Leicester Hearth Tax Returns for Lady Day, 1663 (Exchequer

Subsidy Eoll co. Leic. -|i), were transcribed by the compiler some years

ago, and subsequently printed in Leic. and Rutland Notes and Queries,

Vol. in., pp. 211-222, but those returns have since been found to be less

complete than the one here printed. The following transcript of the

Michaelmas Returns for 1664 (Exchequer Lay Subsidy RoU co. Leic. i^)

has been taken mainly from the original collectors' books, preserved

with the other returns in the Record Office, London. It supplies us with

a kind of census or directory of the town two-and-a-half centuries ago,

and furnishes us with a complete list of householders, rich and poor,

of every occupied dwelling, together with the number of fire -hearths for

which each were taxed. Leicester at that period contained something

like 892 houses (only three being unoccupied), a total of about 1810

hearths, and an estimated population of about 3,500 inhabitants. Of

the houses and buildings which then existed, less than a dozen now

remain. The Newarke, Abbey Gate, Bishop's Fee, which included

Belgrave Gtate, Humberstone Grate, etc. (the returns in these cases being

taken from the earlier roll -i?i.), were then outside the ancient Borough

boundary. It wiU be observed that the town was then divided into ten

wards or districts, each being represented by an Alderman of the

Corporation. Particulars of these wards, obtained, by permission, from

the Corporation HaE Books of the period, will be found given in

parenthesis under the names of the respective Aldermen. The amount

of tax collected from the Borough was about £150 per annum, after

allowing for the 344 who declined to pay, or were relieved of payment by
" certificate " owing to their poverty, such persons being generally

described as paupers. Some idea may be gathered of the status of the

individuals named, and the dimensions of their dwellings, from the

number of hearths recorded. Much might be said and written of many

of the inhabitants whose names appear, but time will not permit

of it here. The compiler, however, has a mass of genealogical data

concerning the principal families of the town, and indeed the county, at

that period, collected from various sources, together with complete

Hearth Tax returns for the whole county, which he hopes to deal with

at some future period.

H.H.
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LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664.

HEARTHS

IRobert Langton
William Johnson 2

Mr. Atkasson 3

John Atton 3

James Palmer i

Mr. Duncomb 3

Henery Newbie i

William Billings 2

Francis King i

William Coleman i

John Bradburie i

John Tapper 3

Thomas Mason 2

Samuel W^ilson i

David Deakins i

John Blastocke 1

Grimes wid.
,

i
(Returned not chargeable.)

W^illiam Herricke i

(This and the remainder are termed
" Paupers," their assessments being
cancelled.)

Katherine Wood wid. i

Robert Rideings i

Read wid. i

William Feme i

John Blastock senr. i

Robert Browne
Almond wid.

Aslin wid.

Robert Webster
Thomas Cooper

Timothy Dawes
Ellen Dawes

Ball wid.

John Brian

Mary Browne
Anne Kirke wid.

Richard Coleman
William Cooper

Thomas Ozin

Abbot wid,

William Aston

Robert Turner

Jone Burstall wid.

Elizabeth Kirke

Richard Coleman
Richard Imines

Guy wid.

Bartholomew Sheers

John Paine

THE SUM CHARGED IS 131=.

^Itrerman ^ijnctfi' «iartje,

[St. Mary's Parish, from the Southgate to the High Cross, including

Bakehouse Lane and Redcross Street. Dannett Abney, Alderman 1646.]

Mr. Marshall 3

John Paine 2

William Springtharp 2

Mrs. Turvell

Mr. Herricke

Mr. Chapman





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664.

Richard Dan 3

John Wood i

John Sturgis i

Nathaniell Tapper gent 4
Richard Hill 4

Linsey widdow 3

Robert Broome 2

James Palmer i

Roger Rower i

Daniel Pollard i

Mr. W^alton 2
(Formerly Robert Atton.)

Jarvis wid.
(Deleted, and Edward Pollard 6
written above it.)

Daniell Smith 7

William Granger i

John Mason 5

W^illiam Rivet i

Webster wid. 2

Dannet Abney gent 15

John Page i

Nicholas Smith 6

Mr. Lee 6

Mr. Philip Abney 4

John Hardey i

Mr. Millington 4

Thomas Goadbie 2

John Browne i

(Now Sarah Browne widow.)

William Stevenson 2
(Now empty, W™ Clerk of London
owner.)

Mr. Johnson of Sad-
ington 2
(The word " of" is a later insertion.)

Thomas Drake i

William Harris 2

John Wilkins 2

John Palmer 4
Mr. Smith 2

John Antell 3

Mr. Spence 3

William Man 2

Mr. Chapman 2

Mr. Elliot 4
Doctor Mason 8

Edward Wood i

Mr. Lander 4
Mr. Sturgis 3

Mr. Hearsthorne 2

Mr. Thomas 6

Francis Motley i

Robert Jordaine i

(Dead.)

W^illiam Atkins 2

William White i

George Hanfield i

Marlow wid. i

Robert Atton i

Edward Billings 3

Robert Porter i

John Travell 3

William W^ikes i

Hinman wid. 2

Mathew Fisher 2

William Coltman i

Humphry Redford i

Jeffery Hinman i

Crafts wid. *i

*This entry is crossed out.





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664.

HEARTHS





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664.

William Roberts i

John Brooksby 2

Mr. Coleman 3
Mr. Robert Coates i

James Lee 7

Henrie Earp 2

Mr. Coker 4
William Becket 2

Mr. Lincolne 2

George Becket 3

Richard Parker 5

Mathew Coltman 3

Mrs. Hunt 4
now Edward Bidle.

John Hall 2

John Clark 6

William Walker i

Mr. Graie 8

William Picke i

Robert Hickling 5

Mr. Herricke 9

Robert Page 4

William Orton 2

Tho: Sturges 5

James Fox 5

Joseph Barradaile 2

Wm. Brookes 5

The Ladie Hungate 5

Tho: Weightman 2

Samuell Martin 4

Alex. Baker 5

John Stringer 5

Mr. Davies 6
altered to Tho : Davy.

Mr. Alexander Coates 13

John Hall glazier 2

William Hall 2

John Browne i

John Hewitt 2

John Danne 4
W^illiam Stretton 2

Henery Danne i

Richard Farren 3

John Newton 3

Nehemiah Brooksby 4
William Callis 3

Henery W^illcocks 2

Mr. Coleman's
tenement 2

Mrs. Mary Stringar i

Mr. W^illiam Savage 5

John Linthwaite i

William Warburton i

Francis Ward 2

Andrew Freeman 5

Daniel Deacon 4

John Shippey i

Henery Heward 3

Mr. Wanley 4

Thomas Ludlam 3

George Bowier 2

Edward Teisly 2

William Spencer 2

Thomas Huffin 2

Jonathan Cooke 4

Walter Grace 2

Mr. Oueringe 5





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664.

I

Edward Billers





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664.

John Cellers 2

Widow Herricke i

Georg Beebie 2

Thomas West i

Thomas Woodland 1

Widow Kimberlin 2

Richard Parsons 3

Thomas Norrice 2

Joseph Wright i

Robert Buckston 3

John Veazie 2

Richard Hardie 3

Robert Lowe 3

Robert Sommerfeild,
gent. 6

Mr. Daniell Thomas 3

Mr. Henry Coulston 4
Henry Mug i

John Wale 7

Edward Mawson 2

Elisha Newcombe 3

John Noone i

W^illiam French i

Thomas Darbie i

Thomas Gorton i

John Atwood 2

Thomas Withers i

Mrs. Cooke 6

Thomas Ares i

NOT CHARGEABLE.

Paupers.

Widow Blisse

Mrs. Conigrave

W^illiam Harrison

Marie Blackshaw
Daniell Woodhouse
W^illiam Hames
Anne White
Anne Wells
William Broughton

Humphry Wright

Joseph Woodhouse
Hugh Dawes
William Randell

Thomas Holton

William Hamment 2

Thomas Clarke 2

Thomas Darbie i

John Taft i

^inerman Beacon's l^arti.

[Parchment Lane (now Bond Street), Swines Market (now High Street),

to the High Cross. Daniel Deakin, Alderman.]

William Franks 5

William Mattocke 2

Mr. Edward Palmer 8

Mr. Anthonie Gilbert 4

Thomas Bellamie 3

Mr. William Major 4

Mrs.Lucie Pinchbacke 3

Mr. Will" Coltmanne 5





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664.

HEARTHS





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664. 13

John Hewit
John Mason

NOT CHARGEABLE.

Jane Ball widdow
Marie Moore widd.

George Browne
Ester Hemmings widd.

Linthwaite widd.

William Handie
Thomas Laxton
Widow Linzie

William Goodier

Widow Norman
John Pall

William Bealy

Richard Palmer
Widow Bagnall

William Deacon
John Raynor
Thomas Furren

Thomas Burbage
Widdow Yates

John Wiston
Thomas Todde
John Evans
Francis Wilson
Widdow Hunt
Samuel Redley

[Sheep Market (now Silver Street), Loseby Lane, and Holy Rood

Lane (now Townhall Lane). Francis Noble, Alderman.]

Mr. W^illiam Stanley 9

Mr. W^illiam Alsop 5

Mr. Thomas Gill 7

Widow Headlie 4

W^idow Cooper 2

Mr. George Reazine 11

Mrs. Pallmer widdow 4

Mr. EdwardTownsend 6

Mr. George Bent 3

Mr.W^illiam Southwell 4

Mr. John Jesson 4

Mr. James Ludlam 5

Richard Hopwood 2

Thomas Warde 4

Mr. Marmaduke Gee 2

James Redlie 2

Mr. Garland i

Richard W^ilkins 3

John Sanders 4

W^igston Hospital ]

g
Mr. Pestell confrater

)

Mr. Edward Hanbury 2

Edward Brazbridge i

Doc' Meredith 4

Mr. W^illiam Barton 3

John Coppin 2

Towne hall 6
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NOT CHARGEABLE.

John Blacke 2

William Robinson i

Edward Reade 3
Laurence Cooper i

William Wood i

Sara Bowater i

Thomas Beamount i

Widdow Whitle i

Thomas Browne 2

Georg Hill i

Richard Simpkin i

Thomas Williams i

Richard Brian i

Thomas Coultman i

Robert Selbie i

W^illiam Cockle i

John Bowier i

Frank Wilkins i

Robert Sanders i

Thomas Webster i

Widdow Browne i

John Peabodie i

Robert Hunt i

John Ashby i

Christopher Norrice i

William Moseley i

Richard Yates 1

W^iddowe Guye i

William Dawson 2

Thomas Paine 2

Thomas Ugden
Anthony Stubs

Widow Cutler

William Scale

John Homes
Widdowe Browne
John Wilson

John Michell

!Hrrerman i^orrtce IMartie*

[Gallowtree Gate, both sides, and the

William Marshall 3

Bartholomew
Hawkins 5

Grace Mabbs 3

Widdow Wildbore 2

Susana Shredly *o
* Crossed out.

Robert Norton 6

Widow Abigail Dowell 6

Thomas Simpson 3

Round Hill. John Norris, Alderman].

Roger Brouxby 3

Phillis Rivit widow 3

Robert Lord 6

Wm. Loseby 4

Robert Rennalds i

Mr. William Newton 15

William Homes 5

W^iddow Bent 5

Paul Roberts 3





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664. 15

William Homes i

Nathaniel Hazlewood 2

Thomas Browne gent. 20

Michaell Pauley 6

Thomas Laurence 2

Ondaine Rayner 2

William Suter 2

John Fawset 2

James Harris 2

John Durrant 4

James Poyner 3

Widow Poyner i

Thomas Ward
Thomas Dilkes

Henrie Greene
Daniel Brouxbie

I25».

NOT CHARGEABLE.

Widow Bezwick
John Norman
Elizabeth Hastwell

Anne Chapman
John Benbrooke
Roger Rennals

ainerman palmer's ^Omartie.

[Church Gate from St. Margaret's Church to the Round Hill, Goswell Gate

and Belgrave Gate. Richard Palmer, Alderman.]

W^idow Yates i

William W^ood 3

John Parre 7

Richard Worrall 5

Widow Baylie i

W^idow Peale 3

Mr. Ralph Smallie 10

William Hastwell 3
now William Holmes.

Widow Southernwood 3

Robert Gamble 2

William Chamberlane 3

Mrs. Davenport 5

John Ugden 2

Mr. Dodson i

Ralph Miles 3

William Burstall i

W^illiam Arnold *i
* Crossed out.

W^illiam Broadhurst i

Robert Turlington 2

Edward Smith i

John Darbie i

Richard Woodcocke i

John Beaumont i

Mr. Edmond Sutton 3

Henry Heyfor i

William Frier i

Richard Barton i

Robert Stevenson i

John Norrice 3

Richard Mosely i





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664. 16

John Lond i

Richard Garret i

Robert Wright i

John Foukes i

Robert Burbidge i

John Worth i

Francis Elliott 3

Robert Rideinge Senr.*i
*Wm. is substituted for Robert;

the ' inge ' is cut out and the ' senr.'

seems to have been added later.

William Savadgejunr. i

Widdow Hastwell 3

Thomas Darbie als.

Ellimot 1

William Atkason i

Ralph Simson i

William Harris i

John Losebie i

W^illiam Headlie i

Mr. W^illiam Deane 2

Thomas Glister i

Thomas Hastwell i

Robert Headlie i

Peter Wards i

Thomas Ward i

William Langton 2

Robert Coats 2

Richard W^ard 2

Lawrence Stafford 2

Mr. Gabriell Major 2

Mrs. Jane Major 2

Mr. Anthonie Major 9

Mr. W^ill-" Pilkington 8

Widow Chamberlaine i

John Wilkason i

Francis Young 2

William Bent i

William Stretton 3
Mr. William Stubbins 3
Abraham Inge 2

George Palmer 2

Richard Dais senr. 2

Thomas Rudyarde i

Mr, John Newton
Clarke 4

John Abbot 4
W^illiam Parsons i

Nathaniel Simms i

William Sumner i

John Loseby i

Richard Miles junr. i

William Johnson 4
the house empty and the owner

runn away, & noe distresse.

NOT CHARGEABLE.

W^illiam Parson i

Widdow Shippey i

Widow Storie i

Henry W^ormeal i

Widow Broadhurst i

W^idow Greene i

W^idow Rudyard i

W^idow Aire i

Widow Beamont i

Richard Scarborough i

William Kinderley i

Richard Cooley i

Richard Tilsley i
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Tho: Hiccombottom
Samuel Winter
Robert Norton
Widow Atkin

Thomas Wigston
William Mabison
Marie Bottome
Peter Stubbs

William Martin

William Danks
Robert Leppington

Widow Headly
Widow Sutton

John pepper

Widow Devonshire

Thomas W^olleston

James Parsons

Robert Cooke
William Savage senr.

William Taylor

W^idow Chamberlaine

Richard Miles

Daniell Johnston

W^illiam Goatbie

W^idow Awmey
Edward Mabison

John Heward
Richard Moseaby

Widow Wilson

John Cotes

Richard Yates

Robert Irish

Widow Brockhurst

William Martin

Widow Cotes

Henry Palmer
William Spencer

William Headly
John Fauset

Robert John Thomas
Widow Mansfield

Widow Sumner
Widow Leweck
John Giles

William Nutt

Daniel Briers

Widow Irrish

Richard Heyfor

Thomas W^ood
Widdow [blank]

William Rideings snr.

Thomas Beeby
W^idow Lepington snr.

Widow Lepington jnr.

John Baker
Ralphe Miles

Widow Ravell

Ralph Ward
Maurice Devenshire

John King
W^illiam Jackson

Elizabeth Clarke

Richard Twelves

Robert W^arbutton

Widow Measures

John Johnson





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664.

Widow Hustrey
Edmond Martin

Richard Goodfellow

William Cave
Robert Scarborow
Steven Pelsant

William Astill

Marie Jimson
Richard Whitle

John Ley
James Annis
W^illiam Newborne
Robert Rennolds

Widow Fox
Robert Robinson
Christopher Spring.

tharp

Henry Sands
Edward Palmer
John Lea senr.

W^idow Headly
Richard Cave
Thomas Kinderly

Widow Randoll

Widow Eddrington

Johnson house empty

JEr. Cotouesenlis ilort!)sate toartie^

[Northgate Street both sides, from the North Gate to the North Bridge,

and Soar Lane, Edmund Townsend, Alderman.]

John Devonsheir





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664. 19

John Winter 4
Frances Handee i

Theophilus Quining-
borow I

Mr. William Cookes 3

Mr. Wanleys 3

Katherine Sommerfield 4
Thomas Ortons 3

The Countes of
Devonshire i

Caleb Shuttlewoods i

Jone Birkhead*
* Struck out.

NOT CHARGEABLE.

Thomas Patchet

Anthony Gulson

Thomas Bidle

Frances Clay

Robert Cozens

John Hercote

John Shilton

Thomas Hopkins

Roger Marlow
Bartholomew Wallis

Jeffery Cozens

Richard Cox
Robert Bennet

Humphrey Choice

William Crutland

Anne Alesloone
[? Hesloone]

Doce Migley

Widow Marshall

William Whatton

John Watkason i

Widow Armson i

Mary Coates i

William Palmer i

ElizabethWorthington i

W^idow Ellet i

Widow Morrice i

Thomas Chamberlaine i

Widow Toppe i

Thomas Altlaine i

Joseph Coxe i

Mariot Smith i

Marie Smith i

John Taft i

Abraham Clarke i

Thomas Taylor i

Thomas Cave i

Marie Tompkacon i

Wido[w] Fairefeild i

John Johnson i

John Trusse i

Paul Let I

Marie Sharp i

W^idow Andrew i

Thomas Migley i

William Coxe i

William Kilby i

Widdow Plummer i

John Trusse, senr. i

W^idow Storie i

Widow Burton i

Thomas Tod i

Anne Rogers i

Widow Cadam [?] i

Robert Ridgley i
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JMr. Cotonesentis \xsmts of S^antili^gate.

[Both sides of Sanvey Gate from St. Margaret's Church to Nortbgate Street.

Edmund Townsend, Alderman.]

David Deakins
William Yates

William Haines
Henry Coats

Robert Braughton
Thomas Hastwell

William Somner
Anthonie Norrice

Mr. Warbutton
empty.

Hugh Blackshaw
>A^illiam Chamberlaine

Widow Griffin

Robert Scarborough

Thomas Mosse
Marie Sanders, wid.

Francis Pirns

Mr. Huckesly
Anne Prior

NOT CHARGEABLE.

Marie Sharp

Widow Derry

William Wincles

Richard Loseby [?]

William Garret

Hannah Cooke
Henrie Ferris [?]

Henrie Weston
Anne Weston
Edward Springtharp

Robert Painter

W^idow Narman
John Stevenson

Roger Taylor

Henrie Frier

Widow Wincles
Widow Knowles
Andrew W^hitcraft

Thomas Harvey
Gregorie Browne
Hugh Yates

W^idow Watkason
Widow Miller

Humphrie Sturgeis

Georg King
Widow W^interton

Thomas Ellis

ANDREW^ NOELL
SAMUELL HOLBECH Clerks -

* These names are both struck out.
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Castle of iLetcester.

[In the return for Gutblaxton Hundred. Roll ^]

Ralph Dison gent.
HEARTHS

6

9ibbep (Hate, nere tf)e iSurrougf) of 3Leieester,

[West Goscote Hundred : including Abbey Gate and Lane, Wood Gate and
the old Parish of St. Leonard's, all formerly outside the old Borough boundary.]

HEARTHS

The Abbey 4





LEICESTER HEARTH TAX ROLL, 1664.

Robert Hartshorne
refuseth to pay 2

William Tompson 3

Thomas Barton i

Jane Springthorpe i

William Coulson
refuseth to pay i

(Now Rich. Johnson.)

John Harris 2

ffrancis Pippinge 2

Benjamin Billers 7

Richard Johnson i

(Now one Horton in the Gaole
& noe distresse to be had.)

Mr. Mathers house 3
(Now Jo. Townsend & widd.
Ashwell.)

William Auston 2

Robert Sheppardson 4

Elizabeth Cooper widd. 3
(Now Jo. Heggs & Rich.Garton.)

Thomas Cartwright 2

Thomas Wightman 2
(Now Walter Hood.)

Jone Dunsterfeild i

Poultney widd. i

Crampton widd. i

Edward Palmer jun.
gent. 4

(Now John Thickpeny.)

Joane Ashwell i

[Mr. William Kempe 3
not formerly returned.]

Totall of the hearthes in the Bishops Fee 109. Total of Assessment £^ igs.

JEetoark anti g)outj)ffeiHi0.

[In Guthlaxton Hundred return. Roll l?i]

Mr.ThomasW^adland 10

Mr. John Sherman 10

Mrs. Jane W^atts 11

Mrs. Watton 10

Mr. Will. Warburton 4

Mr. John Turvill 3

Mrs. Sherman widd. 4

Totall 73.

Mr. Nicholas Johnson 5

Mrs. Whitehead 5

Mr. Edmund
Craddocke 4

Mr. Edward Noel 3

Mr. Francis Coltman 4

Amount Paid £$ 13s.












